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Serge Anna Louis Zander was born in Nieuwenhagen (Landgraaf), the Netherlands, 
at 6:15 a.m. on the 6th of July, 1977. He attended the Katholiek Gymnasium Rolduc 
high school in Kerkrade from 1989 to 1995. Between 1996 and 2005 he studied 
biology at the University of Utrecht, combined with veterinary medicine from 
1999 to 2007 at the same University. In 1999 he wrote his first biology master 
thesis entitled “Seedling competition in a tropical rainforest gap and its relation 
to forest management” at the Department of Plant Ecology, the Faculty of Biology, 
under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Jos Verhoeven. In that same year, he wrote a 
monograph on the Cactaceae of the Dutch Caribbean islands for the new edition 
of the flora of the ABC islands at the Section of Plant Systematics, the Faculty of 
Biology, under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Paul Maas. His second master thesis 
entitled “Immunohistochemical characterization of Alzheimer-like lesions in the 
brains of aged dogs and cats” was written at the Department of Pathobiology, the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, under the supervision of Dr. Jaime Rofina and Prof. 
Dr. Erik Gruys. During his studies in Utrecht, Serge worked as assistant at several 
undergraduate courses, both at the Faculty of Biology and Veterinary Medicine.
 From 2007 to 2012, Serge joined the group of Prof. Dr. Piet Borst to work as 
a PhD student on the research presented in this thesis. After graduation from the 
University, this PhD project matched his strong interest in comparative pathology 
perfectly, and provided the opportunity to work with state-of-the-art genetically 
engineered mouse models of human cancer. Under the supervision of Dr. Sven 
Rottenberg DECVP, he found that these newer generation in vivo models are valuable 
preclinical platforms to study chemoresistance, providing insights that may be 
relevant to our continuing effort to improve patient therapy in the clinic.

Serge is continuing his scientific career as a postdoctoral research fellow in the 
group of Prof. Dr. Michael Olson at the Beatson Institute for Cancer Research in 
Glasgow (UK), working on the role of ROCK signaling in apoptosis. This research 
position is combined with residency training in veterinary pathology at the School 
of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Glasgow to prepare for the European 
College of Veterinary Pathologists (ECVP) board certification.
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